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was capable on occasions of that outrageous behaviour
characteristic of the whole Hanoverian dynasty. When
his wife was seized with the first pangs of childbirth at
Hampton Court he insisted on removing her to St.
James's for her confinement, in spite both of her en-
treaties and of the danger involved. During the last
fourteen years of his life the Prince was in open conflict
with his father. The King banished him from Court
and refused to receive anybody who visited his son.
According to Lord Hervey the Queen said of Frederick,
"My dear firstborn is the greatest ass, and the greatest
liar, and the greatest canaille^ and the greatest beast in
the whole world, and I most heartily wish he was out
of it.33 Not to be outdone, the Prince, when he received
the bulletins announcing his mothers impending demise,
observed, "Well, now we shall have some good news; she
cannot hold out much longer.33 The only light that is
thrown upon the real cause of this unedifying quarrel
is provided by a memorandum of Lord Hardwicke, the
Lord Chancellor:
"Sir Robert Walpole informed me of certain passages
between the King and himself, and between the King
and the Prince, of too high and secret a nature even to
be trusted to this narrative; but from thence I found
great reason to think that this unhappy difference
between the King and Queen and His Royal Highness
turned upon some points of a more interesting and
important nature than have hitherto appeared.331
The Queen, Caroline of Anspach, had been a very
capable woman, but she died in 1737. The worst of the
family was her younger son, the Duke of Cumberland,
1 Harris, G.: Life of Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, Vol. I, p, 382.
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